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New Zealand Cabinet Reshuffle      March 2006 
 
 
The New Zealand Cabinet is likely to undergo a significant reshuffle following David Parker’s 
resignation as a minister last week.   
 
David Parker has resigned from his roles as Attorney-General, Minister of Transport, Minister of 
Energy and Minister Responsible for Climate Change Issues.   
 
Mr Parker has resigned his portfolio responsibilities due to a Companies Office investigation 
following his admission that he filed incorrect company returns.  
 
Deputy Prime Minister Michael Cullen will permanently assume the role of Attorney-General.  Dr 
Cullen is currently also the Minister of Finance, Minister for Tertiary Education and Leader of the 
House. 
 
The Transport and Climate Change portfolios have been temporarily assigned to Health Minister 
Pete Hodgson. 
 
Minister for Economic Development, Trevor Mallard has been assigned the Energy portfolio, also on 
a temporary basis. 
 
It is likely to be a few weeks before a significant and more permanent reshuffle is undertaken.   
 
A new full cabinet list will be distributed when the permanent reshuffle is announced. 
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Name                              Portfolios and Other Responsibilities  
The Cabinet 

Helen Clark Prime Minister 
Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage 
Ministerial Services 
Minister in Charge of the NZ Security Intelligence Service 
Minister Responsible for the GCSB 

Michael Cullen Deputy Prime Minister 
Attorney-General 
Minister of Finance 
Minister for Tertiary Education 
Leader of the House 

Jim Anderton 
The Progressives 

Minister of Agriculture 
Minister for Biosecurity 
Minister of Fisheries 
Minister of Forestry 
Minister Responsible for the Public Trust 
Associate Minister of Health 
Associate Minister for Tertiary Education 

Steve Maharey Minister of Education 
Minister of Broadcasting 
Minister of Research, Science and Technology 
Minister for Crown Research Institutes 
Minister Responsible for the Education Review Office 

Phil Goff Minister of Defence 
Minister of Trade 
Minister of Pacific Island Affairs 
Minister for Disarmament and Arms Control 
Associate Minister for Trade Negotiations 
Associate Minister of Finance 

Annette King Minister of State Services 
Minister of Police 
Minister for Food Safety 
Associate Minister of Defence 
Associate Minister of Trade 
Coordinating Minister, Race Relations 

Trevor Mallard Minister for Economic Development 
Minister of Energy (temporary)  
Minister for Industry and Regional Development 
Minister for State Owned Enterprises 
Minister for Sport and Recreation 
Associate Minister of Finance 

Pete Hodgson Minster of Health 
Minister of Transport (temporary) 
Minister Responsible for Climate Change Issues (temporary)  
Minster for Land Information 
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 Parekura Horomia Minister of Maori Affairs 
Associate Minister for Social Development and Employment 
Associate Minister of Education 
Associate Minister of State Services 
Associate Minister of Fisheries  

Mark Burton Minister of Justice 
Minister of Local Government 
Minister in Charge of Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations 
Deputy Leader of the House 
Minister Responsible for the Law Commission 

Ruth Dyson Minister of Labour 
Minister for ACC 
Minister for Senior Citizens 
Minister for Disability Issues 
Associate Minister for Social Development and Employment (CYF) 

Chris Carter Minister of Conservation 
Minister of Housing 
Minister for Ethnic Affairs 

Rick Barker Minister of Internal Affairs 
Minister of Civil Defence 
Minister for Courts 
Minister of Veterans’ Affairs 

David Benson-Pope Minister for Social Development and Employment 
Minister for the Environment 

Lianne Dalziel Minister of Commerce 
Minister of Women’s Affairs 
Minister for Small Business 

Damien O’Connor Minister of Corrections 
Minister of Tourism 
Minister for Rural Affairs 
Associate Minister of Health 

David Cunliffe Minister of Immigration 
Minister of Communications 
Minister for Information Technology 
Associate Minister for Economic Development  

David Parker Resigned  
Nanaia Mahuta Minister of Customs 

Minister of Youth Affairs 
Associate Minister for the Environment 
Associate Minister of Local Government 

Clayton Cosgrove Minister for Building Issues 
Minister of Statistics 
Associate Minister of Finance 
Associate Minister of Immigration 
Associate Minister of Justice 

Jim Sutton Minister for Trade Negotiations  
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Hawker Britton 
 
Hawker Britton is Australia’s only national and international public affairs consultancy.  It is uniquely placed to offer the 
highest level of advice on government relations, strategic communications and campaigns to any client with an exposure 
business risks from government, the community or media. 
 
Hawker Britton provides unmatched expertise in developing public affairs solutions to a broad range of clients.  Drawn 
from years of experience at the highest levels of government, our specialist consultants bring to you a deep 
understanding of the priorities of government and comprehensive knowledge of community concerns, media 
management and public sector processes.    
 
At Hawker Britton, we combine this expertise with the values of public affairs and strategic issue management to provide 
our clients with practical, hands-on solutions to any business risk in the public affairs arena.  Hawker Britton’s core 
business is to assist our clients form professional, productive relationships with government and elevate their public 
reputation through the media and community channels.  
 
Hawker Britton’s services covers three broad areas: 
 
Government Relations  
High-level strategic advice on all areas of government decision making: including administrative, political, regulatory, 
legislative, business and procurement decisions 
Hands-on assistance with business strategies for corporations doing business with government 
Unrivalled experience in assisting companies with development and planning approvals 
 
Strategic Communications 
Media and issues management 
Crisis management 
Media training 
Stakeholder communications 
 
Campaigns  
Community campaigns and consultation 
Corporate campaigns and elections 
Public affairs campaigns 
 
Since opening in 1997, Hawker Britton has expanded its operations to an office in every Australian state, and four 
overseas offices.  In this way, Hawker Britton can offer its clients detailed insight on Australian State Governments, as 
well as nation wide coverage and international opportunities.  
 
Hawker Britton’s experience extends to a wide variety of industries including finance, education, information technology, 
entertainment, corrections, telecommunications, primary industries, property development, health, defence, environment, 
sport, transport, and infrastructure.  
 
Hawker Britton’s tailored services have proven to be decisive for our many clients.   Whatever your public affairs 
challenge, Hawker Britton’s expert advice will make the difference.   
 
 
Hawker Britton    Tel: 02-9279 0200 
Level 1, 71 York Street   Fax: 02-9279 0211 
SYDNEY  NSW  2000   Email: info@hawkerbritton.com
 
Web: www.hawkerbritton.com

4

http://www.hawkerbritton.com/

